
Before the
COPYRIGHT ROYALTY JUDGES

Washington, DC

In the Matter of

Distribution of the
2011 Satellite Royalty Funds

)
) Docket No. 2012-10 CRB SD 2011
)
)

COMMENTS OF
THE PHASE I PARTIES

The undersigned representatives of all the Phase I claimant categories to which Section

119 satellite royalties have been allocated in prior satellite distribution proceedings ("Phase I

Parties") submit the following Comments in response to the Notice published at 78 Fed. Reg.

4169 (January 18, 2013) ("Notice"). The Phase I Parties are identified in the Notice. See id., fn

1. The Notice seeks comments related to the Motion of Phase I Claimants for Partial Distribution

(filed December 12, 2012) ("Motion"), which requests an initial distribution of 50% of the 2011

satellite royalties ("2011 Fund"). In addition, the Notice seeks comments regarding the existence

of Phase I and Phase II controversies as to the 2011 Fund.

1. As the Notice recognizes, the Motion requests a distribution pursuant to Section

801(b)(3)(C) of the Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. $ 801(b)(3)(C), which provides:

Notwithstanding section 804(b)(8), the Copyright Royalty Judges, at any time after the
filing of claims under section 111, 119, or 1007, may, upon motion of one or more of
the claimants and after publication in the Federal Register of a request for responses to
the motion from interested claimants, make a partial distribution of such fees, if, based
upon all responses received during the 30-day period beginning on the date of such
publication, the Copyright Royalty Judges conclude that no claimant entitled to receive
such fees has stated a reasonable objection to the partial distribution, and all such
claimants—
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(i) agree to the partial distribution;

(ii) sign an agreement obligating them to return any excess amounts to the
extent necessary to comply with the final determination on the distribution of the
fees made under subparagraph (B);

(iii) file the agreement with the Copyright Royalty Judges; and

(iv) agree that such funds are available for distribution.

17 U.S.C. $ 801(b)(3)(C); see Notice at 4169.

In the Motion, the Phase I Parties stated that they (1) agree to the partial distribution; (2)

would sign a separate agreement as contemplated by subparagraph (ii) of Section 801(b)(3)(C);

(3) would file the agreement with the Judges; and (4) agree that the requested funds are available

for distribution. Motion at 2-3. Consequently, under Section 801(b)(3)(C), the Judges may

distribute the royalty fees sought by the Motion if, "based upon" responses timely received in

response to the Notice, the Judges conclude that "no claimant entitled to receive such fees has

stated a reasonable objection to the partial distribution." 17 U.S.C. $ 801(b)(3)(C). The Phase I

Parties strongly support distributing the requested portion of the 2011 Fund.

2. The Notice requested comments on the "existence and extent of any controversies

to the 2011 satellite royalty funds at Phase I or Phase II with respect to those funds that would

remain if the motion for partial distribution is granted." Notice at 4169. A Phase I controversy

currently exists among the Phase I Parties. The individual Phase I Parties are filing separate

comments concerning Phase II controversies regarding the 2011 Fund.

As discussed in the Phase I Parties'otion and in these comments, good cause

exists to grant the Motion and proceed with an expeditious partial distribution of the 2011 Fund.
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CONCLUSION

For the reasons set forth above, the Phase I Parties request that the Judges, after

consideration of comments filed by other interested claimants, grant the Motion and authorize the

partial distribution of the 2011 Fund as expeditiously as possible and, in any event, enter an order

authorizing a 50% distribution of these funds to the Office of the Commissioner of Baseball as

common agent for the Phase I Parties prior to March 15, 2013.
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CKRTIFICATK OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on this 19th day of February, 2013, a copy of the foregoing

Comments of the Phase I Parties for Partial Distribution of the 2011 Satellite Royalty Funds was

sent by Federal Express overnight delivery to the following:

Brian D. Boydston
PICIZ & BOYDSTON LLP
10786 Le Conte Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90024
Counsel to Independent Producers Group

Edward S. Hammerman
HAMMERMAN PLLC
5335 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Suite 440
Washington, DC 200150-2052
Counsel to Major League Soccer, LLC

Gregory H. Guillot
GREGORY H. GUILLOT, P.C.
13455 Noel Road, Suite 1000
Dallas, TX 75240
Counsel to I/t'ord ofGod Fellowship, Inc.

Lucy Holmes Plovnick
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